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Government of Punjab
Department of Home Affairs and Justice
(Home-4 Branch)

All the Administrative Secretaries in the State of Punjab.
Memo No. 5/124/2023-3H4/ 180é Dated: Chandigarh .éﬁApril, 2023
Ensuring presence of Official witnesses during Criminal Trials.

in CWP 17465 of 1994 titled as Darshan Singh Sira V/s State of Punjab, it nas
come tc the notice of the Hon'ble High Court that a Criminal Trial f2ie2 on
account of non-appearance of the prosecution witnesses. Hon'ble Court nas
taken a very serious view of this.

in this case, FIR was got registered at the instance of an O%ﬁs%a% of Municipal
Corporation Ludhiana. However, during the trial, the Official witnesses of
Municipal Corporation Ludhiana did not appear leading to acquittal of the
accused.

Commissioner of Police Ludhiana and District Attorney Ludhiana have
informed that once an FIR lodged by a Government Department/Entity, that
Department/Entity does not take much interest in following up the case and in
producing its witnesses/evidence in the Court.

You are requested to direct all your Officers concerned that whenever 2
is registered by your Department, the Officers concerned should pro
follow up the case and ensure that all the Official witnesses appear before o

Hon'ble Court,

it should be made clear to all concerned that if any acquittal takes piace on

account of non-appearance of an official witness of the Department, strict
disciplinary action shall be taken against the erring Officials.

Additional Chief Secretary
' Department of Home Affairs and justice
Copy to the following for their infarmation and necessary action
1. Director General of Police, Punjab

2. Director, Bureau of Investigation, Punjab.
3. Director, Prosecution and Litigation, Punjab. e

e o
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Additional Chief Secretary

Department of Home Atfairs and Justice
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